Potential Years of Life Lost Due to Cancer - 2008
Cancer was the leading cause of premature death for both men and women in Canadian 2004.
The figure “Selected Causes of Potential Years of Life Lost (PYLL), Canada 2004,” shows 12
causes of premature death, in order of probability, in Canadian 2004 as represented by
potential years of life lost (PYLL). The table, “Potential Years of Life Lost Due to Cancer,
Canada, 2004” illustrates that 1,026,700 potential years were lost as a result of cancer,
representing 32% of the PYLL resulting from all causes of death. Diseases of the heart were
the second leading cause.
Lung cancer was responsible for 272,800 PYLL, representing 27% of the premature death
caused by cancer. For men in 2004, the three leading cancers were lung, colorectal and
prostate, accounting for 48% of the PYLL due to cancer. The three leading cancers for women
were lung, breast and colorectal, accounting for 53% of PYLL due to cancer. The ranking by
relative importance of these cancers for men and women with respect to PYLL has been
consistent in recent years. For women, however, the potential years of life lost due to lung
cancer, which are greater than for breast cancer, reflect the high rates of lung cancer mortality
among women aged 50 to 79. Among men, although prostate cancer is more common than
lung cancer, the PYLL due to lung cancer are more than four times higher than for prostate
cancer, reflecting higher mortality rates for lung cancer and the younger age at which men
develop and die from this disease.
Potential years of life lost is higher for cancers that are more common, have an earlier age of
onset, and more quickly lead to death. With regard to the most common cancers in women and
men, the PYLL from breast cancer (94,500) far exceed the PYLL from prostate cancer (33,200),
reflecting the relatively young age at which women die from breast cancer. In contrast, the
PYLL for Hodgkin lymphoma, at 3,100, reflect a cancer that is less common and relatively
curable.
Although the number of men who die from cancer each year exceeds the number of women,
the PYLL for women (531,800) are slightly higher than the PYLL for men (494,900). This is
because women generally live longer than men, and some of the deaths due to female cancers
occur at younger ages.

More information about cancer statistics is available in the annual publication, Canadian
Cancer Statistics.
Cancer is the leading cause of premature death in Canada, and is responsible for over 1 million
potential years of life lost in Canada.

